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statement of the substance of the interview 

Dear Madam: 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation the personal interview granted between 
Applicants' representatives, Daniel C. Schulte, Greg Koeller, and Kim Baxter, and Examiner 
Yabut on October 6, 2009, in connection with the above-referenced application. 

During the interview, the parties discussed claims 1-44, reciting of anastomosis devices. 
Applicants described how the claimed devices are believed to be distinct from and inventive over 
cited references to Salama (U.S. Patent No. 5,306,226) and Kirsch (U.S. Patent No. 6,461,357). 
Applicants presented a prototype of a device as claimed to demonstrate features believed to be 
inventive over prior art devices. Exemplary features of the claims discussed included, among 
other features: 

tissue approximating structure that can be extended and retracted from the 
catheter body wall at a distal end of the catheter body so the device can be left in a patient to 
allow anastomosis and drainage; this differs, for example, from the content of the Kirsch et al. 
reference, describing not to leave an instrument in a patient for anastomosis, but to instead use 
"clips" to hold tissue together for anastomosis; 

tissue approximating structure that can be extended and retracted from the 
catheter body wall at distal end of the catheter body, at a fixed location along the distal end of the 
catheter body (as presented in certain of the new dependent claims). 
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The examiner indicated that further search and consideration would be necessary. 

Approval of the application and allowance of the claims are requested. In the event that a 
phone conference between the Examiner and the Applicants' undersigned attorney would help 
resolve any issues in the application, the Examiner is invited to contact said attorney at (65 1) 275- 
9806. 
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